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flickering flame of a forlorn hope if they had succumbed to a Weltan-
schauung which, for them, would have spelled, not security, but despair.
Yet their unwavering confidence that a, to them, intolerable established
regime must be borne away, sooner or later, by Time's 'ever rolling
stream* made little impression on the torpid imagination of *the Ascen-
dancy*. cAs a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth' ;x and, though 'the Ascendancy' was under a delusion in mistak-
ing for an intimation of consent a silence that was inspired by the watch-
word {N*en parlons jamais, y pensons toujours*,2 there was in AJ>. 1897
no living man or woman, even among the most sanguine-minded pro-
phets of a nationalist or a socialist revolution, who dreamed that a de-
mand for national self-determination was going to break up the Haps-
burg, Hohenzollern, and Romanov empires and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland within the next twenty-five years, and going
to spread, within another twenty-five years, from a few sore spots in
Western Europe and in Orthodox Christendom, to the uttermost parts of
the Old World, or that a demand for social democracy was going to
spread from the urban working class in a few precociously industrialized
provinces of the Western World to the peasantry of Mexico and China.
Gandhi {natus AJD. 1869) and Lenin (natus AJD. 1870) were then still
unknown names; and the word 'Communism* then commemorated a
lurid event in the past that had been the last eruption of History's now
extinct volcano. This ominous outbreak of savagery in a Parisian under-
world in AJ>. 1871 was written off by optimistic post-Modem Western
minds as an abnormal atavistic reaction to the shock of a startling military
disaster, and there was no discernible fear of the recrudescence of a con-
flagration that had been smothered now for longer than a quarter of
a century under a bourgeois Third Republic's wet blanket. In 1897 a
Western bourgeois gentilfaomme's sleep was not being seriously dis-
turbed by prophetic nightmares.

This irrational faith had been fortified by experience, for the ftn-de-
siecle prosperity of the Western middle class was not a thing of yester-
day. In Germany, it is true, the mirage of a golden age had not dawned
on the bourgeoisie until A.D. 1871, when the victory of the German
states over France and their unification in a Second Reich had been
followed by a titanic local outburst of industrial development. There had
been a contemporaneous local outburst of Industrialism in the North-
Eastern United States after a victory of the North over the South in
AJX 1865 that had re-established and consolidated the Union; but in the
United States the Golden Age had been inaugurated by a victory over
Great Britain in A jx 1783 through which the insurgent colonies had won
the recognition of their independence; and in the history of Great
Britain an inquirer bent on tracing the Golden Age back to its origins
would have to look behind the General War of A.D. 1795-1815, which
had made a victorious Britain the workshop of the World as well as the
ruler of the waves, to 'the Glorious Revolution* of A.D. 1688 and perhaps

* Isa. liiL 7.

z The watchword suggested for the guidance of members of the rising generation in
Fiance, on the morrow of her loss of Alsace-Lorraine in A*D. 1871, by a, French states-
man of an older generation {? Paul Deroulede).